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Celebration

Don’t miss our Book
Fair at the Chanukah
Party from 5:00 to
6:00PM only! The
largest selection of
Jewish-themed books
available for purchase
all in one place!

Date: December 11, 2009
Time: 5:00PM
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\ / FUN! we'll supply kids' activities like playing dreidel,
/ \ menorah- and candle-making, cookie decorating,
and music. What's in store?
FOOD! Latkes, applesauce, sour cream, sufganiot 5:00PM
(jelly doughnuts) and beveroges(will be served. y Activities for
Please bring a dairy/vegetarian (non-dessert) dis .
to share, enough to serve about 10 people. children of all
CANDLE LIGHTING! Sg8s
Bring your own menorah and
2 candlles to light. And our Book
Sale!!
AFFORDABLE! $7.00 per adult, $5.00 per child 5-12, i :
A free for kids under 5. (Don't worry...there's a cap of 6:00PM Dinner
$25/family, so bring all the whole family!) .
> / Email, bring in or mail this information with your 7_‘00?M Candle
\ check to: Lighting and
Congregation Chaverim
5901 E. 2nd St. Shabbat
Tucson, AZ 85711
admin@chaverim.net
320-1015
Be sure to write "Chanukah Celebration” on your
check.
RSVP By December 7!
——
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I'dlike to suggesta spiritual practice
for December/Kislev: read Psalm 23, mizmaor
shel David, a Psalm of David. [n the midst of
that wonderful, comforting psalm, one line
doesn't seem to fit it appearsalmost to jar to
break the mood of the Psalm. Do vou know
the line I'm pondering? ‘Thou preparesta
table before me inthe presence of mine
enemies.’

My teacher, Rabbi Zalman Schachter-

’ Shalomi gave a teaching about that pasuk, that
verse,whichilluminates the textandleads usinto the Mew Year. Reb Zalman
taught that once a year, during Elul, the month which precedes our lewish New
Year, he throws animaginary dinner party to whidh, in his mind,he invites all the
people he is angry at, everyvone who has hurt him or disappointed himin the
past year. Inthe course of thatimaginary dinner, he goes around the table and
thanks each of his guests for what he or she has taught him, Some have taught
hirn not to expect too much of people, because often people will put their own
needs, their ownwell-being, ahead of the needs of friends and family. Andhe
thanks them for that important lesson, His philosophy has become‘when a
friend makes a mistake, the mistake is a mistake and the friend is still a friend.’
Somme of his guests have taught him lessons about himself, driving him to ask
hirnsel furhy he was so bothered by something that they did, Whatisitabout
hirn, his needs, hiswulnerabilities,which made that encounter so upsetting to
hirm? Andisitsomething that he would want to change abouthimself to make
hirnless vulnerable to being upset? When he has gone around the table thank-
ing every one on his enemies list for the lessons they have taught him, he is
amazed athow muchbetter he feels, deansed of all that anger and resentrment,
and able to maintain pleasantrelationships even with flawed, unreliable friends
and relatives, Andhe thanks G-d for preparing a table before him in the
presence of his enemies,

G-d has prepared a table for us in the presence of cur enemies another
interpretive way of exploring this verse is to understand the word enemies to
mean our own behaviorsand actions that are undermining and‘attacking'who
we are trying to be inthisworld, The prepared table is the place where we can
sit with ourselves, safely, for the table isready;itis prepared to hold all of our
disappointments and misdeeds, The table isprepared;itis set with the wisdom,
the love, and the guidance of our ancestors, The vases are fragrantwith the
mitzvotwe have done; the candles flicker with our light and our blessings. This
tableis ready to hold our mistakes; our hurt and the hurt thatwe have caused.
Every one of usis a year older today than we were when 2008 came to a close,
and that meanswe are each onevear richer in memories than we were a vear
ago—good, sweet memoties and difficult,unpleasant memaories; mermories of
love and memories of loss,moments that made us feel so fully and truly
ourselves and memories thatlead us into doubt and despair, Thisis the time to
savor our memaorieswith gratitude for the waysinwhich they have deepened
our lives,

With the blessing of shalom,
Rabbi Stephanie S Aaron
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Co-president’'s message:

House of Thanks Beit Todah

Shalom Chaverim

When you think of Cengregation Chaverim, you probably
think about cur Shabbat services, and rmaybe cur school. Bveryone
krows that Rabbi Stephanie has to prepare each service, that
Hilary crganizes all of cur classes,and that Karla puts together the
rmusic. And you prebably think that Sheryl spends a few hours a
day in the office making sure all the paperwerkis in crder.But
whiatactually happens at cur synagogue is much moere invelved
than most of cur mermbers realize.

Cur staff is working just about every day of every week,
year reund! Wisiting the sick, coordinating teacher schedules,
gathering articles for cur newsletter, assembling rmailings, sending
vartzheit notices, arranging music, paying bills, managing insur-
ance payroll, answering questions from the community, officiating
at lifecycle events, and ves, even preparing for services. The list
goes on and on,and our staffis working long kours to meet the
dermand;much lenger than any of thern cught, or are being paid,
towork, 1tis hurnbling and inspirational to see the dedication of
these people.

Butthere is still more to do. And that's where our special
velurteers cormein. People like Bill Shlensky. Yes, mary of you
know that Bill is cur treasurer, and that ke, along with the finarce
cornittes, preparas our budget and financial reports. You might
even know that he makes sure no one forgets to pay their dues,
Butlike rary volurteers, Bill sperds many hours at Chaverim each
week, Heis megotiating with insurarice companies for favorable
rates, locking over inveices, ete. And making sure thatboard
members don't forget to do what's necessary to keep things
hurnming along, We can't tell you how rmary tirmes we have
received reminders from Bill such as "have you writter that |etter
yvet?' Nothing escapes Bill.

And there are too many others to mention here... Who
arranges forthe onegs? Whe opens and ¢loses the buildings?
Whewaters the plants, arran ges festivals, organizes the kitchen,
sets up the chairs in the sanctuary,and represents the congrega-
tion at meetings all over town? Whe makes thatnice stack of
praver books you find an Friday night? Whe vacuurns the modular
afterthe oreg?

These people are cur staff andvelunteers. This takes
thousands of hours of labor, a labor of love. If youwould like to be
irvelved in someway, please check out our committees, or possibly
our social action projects. This information can be found on our
website at wwawchaverimo et Please have a visitwe have rade
gquite a few updates recently

L=halom and L'Shana Towa

Rick Cestreich and Dan Hefstadter

This month, we extend our heartfelt thanks to:
“Everyone who ceated delidous Oneg Shabbats after
services during Movemiber

“Manci Freedberg for donating 200 Promise Haggadahs
for our congregation Seder and boxes of toys for prizes
“Everyone forhelping with Youth Mitzvah Day:

Randiza Cellier, Dina Rosangarten, Jeri Goldblatt, Andrea
Kinnison, Jerry Braun, Tony Zinman, Natalie Gruenstein,
Laurie Soloff, Marc Goodman, and our 8th graders, Noam
Afek, Koby Shochat, Marcus Jacobs, Ashley Feig, Nathan-
ial Rubin, and Victoria Doyle.

%5ean Oseran, Rick Oestreich and Adam Paoli for helping
to update our website

“%Carol Shochat for the donation ofa coffee maker
SEveryonawho volunteered for Youth Mitzvah Day
“Brenda Rubin for creating the newsletter

“Shelby & Randie Collier of Beyond Bread for donating
challahs for the onegs

Al Board Members for everything they do for Chaverim
BUILDING FUND

%Sam & Linda Yalkowsky in memory of Hyman Mandel
RABRBI'S DISCRETIONARY FUND

“llana Addis & John O'Dowd in honor of the baby naming
ofLeila O'Dowd

CANTOR'S DISCRETIONARY FUND

“Nancy Alaxander in memory of George Alexander
“Thelma & Karen Goldberg in memary of Milton Goldberg
“Paul & Dina Afak in honor of Noam Afek’s Bar Mitzvah
EDUCATOR'S DISCRETONARY FUND

“Deborah Yokli in memory of Ezekiel Pearlman
“Gennady & Leilani Sare inmemory of Sara Margolina
“Randie & Shelby Collier in memory of Robert Rellin

THURSDAY EVENINGS AT THE JCC LIBRARY

The library committee of the Jewish Lending Library at
the Jewish Community Center has put together innovative and
interesting programming for the New Year of 5770,

Movemnber 19,2009 at 7:00 p.m.will be our first Thursday
program and it is open to everyonein the community,

Qur guests will be Nachman Berkowitz, a scribe and
reader of the scroll, in a dialogue with Daniel Karsch. It will
featurethe “First Book of the Jewish People: The Five Books
of Moses.” Vir. Berkowitz has devoted over 70 vears to this task
and is a Siberian concentration camp sunvivor, To document his
experiences during WorldWar Il he wrote "The Diary of a
Holocaust Survivor” to help surviving generations understand
theterrors of that time in history. Danlel Karsch is a student of
the Bible and will bethe interlocutor,




Bert Midrash

Fouse of Learning

FROM THE DESK OF THE EDUCATION DIRECTOR...

And soitis that time of
year again, when Jack Frost nips at
vour noss, Rudolfis on every TV
channel, the malls are filled with
fake snow, jolly music,mark-ups
and children lining up tomest
¢ Santa. Lights tinsel and decorations
abound, and evervoneis filled with
Christrnas spirit. Why am | discuss
ing Christmas? Well, come on,it's
glaring us in the face All aroundwe
are inundated with it, just as the Halloween supplies and
candy came off the shelves, the Christrmas gear went up,
and maybe, just mavbe, a box of Chanukah candles or
chocolate gelt. In fact,when my son, Ezra,was five he said
he wanted to be Christian“Why?*| asked.“Because“he
said,"Christians hawve snow.”

I'm just going to come right out and say it.
Whether you are part of aninterfaith family or not, itishard
to compete with Christmas And putting the whole birth-
day of a very important person thing aside, it really is just
sowonder ful and Christmas-y. Yes, | know it's not PC but
let's say we do try to“compete, or acknowledge that it
wolld be nice to make it just as spedial, evenifis consid-
ereda minor Jewish holiday. So here are some suggestions
for making all eight days of Chanukah absolutely spectacu-
lar.

Day 1— Go to Chaverim’s Chanukah party!!

Day 2 — People watch at the 4th Avenue StreetFair. That
right have a Chanukah party withvour Chavurah group.
Day 3 — Beit Midrash. Buy last minute Chanukah giftsat
the Book Fair. Then, send vour 3rd through 8thgrader to
Young Judaea to make Chanukah cookies, Bring leftover
cookiesto the Casa Maria Soup Kitchen and help feed the
horneless.

Day 4 — Hebrew School. During Zimriyvah (singing), wel
light the menorah and sing Hanukkah songs. Mavb e we'l
have a special treat??

Day 5 — Read Chanukah stories. Read the story of the
Maccabees or ary Chanukaherelated books vou purchased
at our Book Fair.

Day 6 — Chanukah Caroling. Okay, maybe that's not the
bestidea for Tucson. But vou can sing Chanukah songs, and
evern make up new words to the Dreidel song. If the singing
gets old fast, then rent some Chanukah movies | can'tin
good conscience recommend Adam Sandler's Eight Crazy
Mights or The Hebrew Hammer, but the Rugrats Chanukah
isn't bad.

Day 7 — Make latkes Get creative and make zucchini or
apple or sweet potato latkes. Homemade applesauce is
easy and healthy too, Make and decorate sugar cookies
with Chanukah cookie cutters,andifvou'tre ambitious,
sufganiot (jelly donuts) can be a vurmmy Chanukah tradi-
tion.

Day B — Game night. After lighting all 9 Chanukah candles
and then the Shabbat candles, play the dreidel game with
chocolate gelt, pernies or M&t's, And then when you've
had enough of that, play other family-friendly gameslike
Uno or Blockus.

Of course, don't forget to light vour chanukkiah
every night and say the blessings. In our family evervone
lights hisor her own chanukkiah, We also do gift exchanges
in the morning, separating an evening of tradition-making
and rituals from the unavoidable expectations of opening
presents. That way my children aren't rushing through
dirner and asking to guickly light the Chanukah candles so
they can find out what gifts thewv received. With eight davs
ofwonderful traditions, I'n sure Ezra changed his mind.

L'shalom

Hilary Lyons

Monday Hebrew School Calendar

Date gl:'i;k/Phone Jewish value Social Action/Issue
December 7 Holtzman Kashrut, Proper Fair Trade
December 14 Jacobs-Bublick Mazon, Feeding the Hungry Poverty

SUMDAY BEIT MIDRASH MEETS ON DECEMBER & AND 13, 10:00 AM TO NOON,
YES THAT'S TWOWEEKS [N A RCWI
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